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SEDONA FIRE DEPARTMENT

RECEIVED

FEB 17 1993February 9, 1993

Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

The Sedona Fire Department is charged with the fire and
E.M.S. responsibility for an area of 120 square miles and
a resident population of 14,000 people. The Sedona-Oak
Creek area has an estimated visitation of four million
people during the year for recreational and other
purposes. Our department is staffed by volunteers who
are alerted by a VHF paging system, and instructed as to
the location of need and required equipment for fire,
E.M.S., and technical rescue operations.

Our review of the NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE MAKING 92-235
leads us to believe that the requirements of the new Part
88 would reduce the radio and pager coverage in our system
to an unacceptable level.

We do understand the need for additional radio channels.
We might be able to adapt to a narrower deviation in 1996
for voice, but believe that paging and signaling will be
severely affected, both by the lower deviation and the
transmitter power reduction.

The loss of Mobile Relay capability will make our
volunteer notification, response, and control capability
unmanageable. There are five other small communities,
plus the U.S. Forest Service, in our general area that
work together. The lack of interoperability is another
area that has been left undefined.

The cost of providing quality communications coverage is
an acceptable expense, but the migration timetable
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presented in this Proposed Rule Making would put an
unnecessary burden on our community.

We cannot support a proposal for new systems and equipment
for Public Safety Communications when it is based on
technology that has not been developed or proven, nor is
reliable radio equipment available to users at a
reasonable price.

The Sedona Fire Department is a member of the Associated
Public-Safety Communications Officers, Inc. We support
their comments and concerns related to this proposal.

Sincerely,

4£/~tt~-~
William J. Pritchard ~....
Fire Chief
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